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Learner Objectives 

1. To articulate the guiding principles for instruction for 

English Learners (ELs) 

2. To understand the required instructional services of 

Access to Core through Specially Designed 

Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE)and Primary 

Language Support for ELs 

 

 



Chapter 3: Instructional Services for ELs 

Required Components: 
 

 Standards-based, differentiated ELD instruction 

 

 Standards-based, differentiated instruction using Specially 
Designed Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE) to ensure 
full access to the core curriculum 

 

 Primary language instruction (for all dual-language, bilingual 
maintenance, and bilingual instructional program models) to 
ensure content learning and promote bilingualism & biliteracy  

 

 Primary language support, as needed to improve 
comprehension of and meaningful participation in core 
instruction in English language instructional programs 

 

 

 
p. 51 
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Guiding Principles 

for Instructional 

Services for ELs and 

SELs 



Guiding Principles 

ELs and SELs possess a variety of linguistic 

and cultural abilities viewed as assets. 

Focused instruction for these students builds on 

cultural and linguistic strengths and provides 

meaningful access to a curriculum that is standards-

based, cognitively complex, rigorous and coherent. 

All teachers of ELs and SELs are 

teachers of both language and 

content. pg. 51 



WHAT IMAGE COMES TO MIND 

WHEN YOU THINK OF THE WORD 

“ACCESS”? 
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How do these images change or add to 

your definition of access? 



How do we ensure that our English 

Learners have access to the content? 
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Scenarios 

9 

  

Juan is an ELD 3 student in a 2nd grade 

SEI Classroom.  He has  language 

computational skills and is able to 

cocnverse the fraction problems his 

teacher has assigned.  However, he 

struggles when asked to explain his 

reasoning due to lack of English 

Proficiency. 

  

Transcription: 

1/8+1/2= 

“I timed the bottom number with the 

number 4 and got 8. I added the book. 

That’s how I did it.” 

  

 What strategies could support Juan to 

enable him to explain his reasoning? 

 

Read-Think-Write-Share 

1. Read your scenario 

2. Think about how you would address the student’s needs 

3. Write down your strategies 



Give One, Get One 

 Look across the room 

 

 Find someone with the same scenario 

 

 Share your strategies with each other 
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Access to 
Core 

in LAUSD 

SDAIE 
Primary 

Language 
Support 
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SDAIE 



What is SDAIE? 
 Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English  

  

 SDAIE is a methodology (a set of specific 

strategies) centered around four elements--

content, connections, comprehensibility, and 

interaction—and designed to make instruction 

comprehensible and grade level academic 

content accessible fore English learners.  

     LAUSD, Language Acquisition Branch  
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Fou 
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How will this bridge help an EL access the core content areas? 



SDAIE 

  “All teachers who provide content 

instruction in English at any grade level 

must use SDAIE methodology to 

provide access to core content areas for 

EL students, taking into account their 

level of language proficiency and the 

language demands of the lessons.”  

 p. 75 
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Text Message: SDAIE 

 Read p. 75-76 (SDAIE) and highlight key 

information 

 Send your teachers a text message focused 

on something important you learned about 

SDAIE. 

 Be prepared to share with the group. 
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Specially Designed Academic  

Instruction in English (SDAIE) 

What it IS: 

 “teaching skills and 

knowledge in the content 

areas” 

 “to promote language 

development, particularly 

what is called academic 

language, or the 

language of the 

discipline” 

 “equal in rigor” 

What it’s NOT: 

 “watered-down versions 

of mainstream classes” 

 just good teaching 
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p. 75 



Key Features of SDAIE 

 Grade level appropriate content standards 

 Key or essential standards for each discipline 

 Alternate assessments 

 Scaffolding 

 Language and Content Objectives 

 Alternate materials/visuals 

 Student engagement 
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p. 76 
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Primary 
Language 
Support 



Primary Language Support 
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“Primary language support for 

ELs is defined as the use of 

students’ home language(s) 

to facilitate and enhance 

learning.” 

p. 77  



Primary Language Support 

 “The use of the primary language has a 

consistent, positive effect on the 

scholastic performance of English 

learners in English and the home 

language and the effects, while modest 

in nature, are educationally significant.”  
 

           (Dolson & Burnham, 2011, p. 46) 
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p. 76  



Primary Language Support 

  “Even within the apparent constraints of 

California’s Proposition 227, use of the 

first language to support understanding, 

and to preview or review curriculum is 

legal and appropriate with students 

who can benefit from such strategies 

delivered in their primary language.”  
 

 p.77 
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Independent Reading Activity 

 Read page 77-79 silently (Primary Language 

Support). 

 Keep the following questions in mind: 

 What does the text say? 

 What does it mean? 

 Why does it matter? 

 Fill in the “Say, Mean, Matter” Chart. 
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Say 
(Copy a passage from the 

text that helps to answer 

the focus question) 

Page/ 

Paragraph 

# 

Mean 
(Explain in your 

own words what the 

passage means) 

Matter 
(Explain why you 

believe this passage is 

important.  

1.  This means… This is important 

because… 

2. 



Share Out 
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Say 
(Copy a passage from the text that helps to answer the focus 

question) 

Page/ 

Paragraph # 
Mean 

(Explain in your own words what the passage 

means) 

Matter 
(Explain why you believe this passage is important. ) 

1.  This means… This is important because… 

2. 
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Access to Core  

in  

LAUSD 

Bringing it All Together 



Elementary Schools 

 All ELs receive SDAIE during content area 

instruction 

 ELA 

 Math 

 Science 

 Social Studies  

 Physical Education 

 The Arts 

 ELs receive Primary Language Support as 

needed (primarily ELD levels 1-3). 
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p. 75 



Access to Core Highlights 

 Addresses all essential subject matter 

standards 

 Pacing adjusted to the students’ language 

proficiency needs 

 Significant scaffolding of content 

 Extensive student engagement strategies that 

allow students to practice using the language of 

the discipline in meaningful ways 
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Upcoming Observational Tool 



Strategy Study 

29 

SDAIE 
Strategies 

Content Connections 

Comprehensibility Interaction 

Give one, 

get one 
Say, mean, 

matter chart 

Prior 

knowledge 

about 

Master Plan 

Handbook- 

reading for 

textual 

evidence 

Visuals 
Think-Pair-Share 

Personal 

connections 
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Learner Objectives 

1. To articulate the guiding principles for instruction for 

English Learners (ELs) 

2. To understand the required instructional services of 

Access to Core through Specially Designed 

Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE)and Primary 

Language Support for ELs 

 

 



Final Thought 

  

   “We are all language teachers and our 

teachers in LAUSD hold the keys that unlock 

the language of academic success, the 

language of college and careers, and the 

language of power for all our students” 

 

     ~Jaime Aquino 

     Deputy Superintendent of Instruction 
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